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Jodie [explaining why he’s marrying Carol]: Dennis, she’s  
having my baby!

Dennis: So she’s having your baby. So what? And anyway, how do 
you know it’s yours? 

Jodie: It’s mine!

Dennis: It could be anybody’s. It probably is. 

Jodie: Dennis, come on!

Dennis: Jodie, the little slut has got more guys jumping her than the 
hurdles. And you’re gonna be the jerk that supports her. Well I hope 
you’re happy with spit up on your shoulder and the milkman with 
your wife. [Jodie decks him.]

Corinne: But ya see, when I thought of me pregnant, I kinda 
pictured it differently, you know. Like I pictured a little Cape Cod 
house with a vegetable garden and Tim going off to work and me 
fixing food in my little country kitchen. The only thing I got right 
was the food. It’s just not how I pictured it. 

Jessica: Nothing ever is. 

Bob [about Danny and Elaine]: Well, did the Devil and Miss Jones 
leave? [Bob, referring to the 1973 porn flick The Devil in Miss Jones by 
Deep Throat director Gerard Damiano.]  

Rod Roddy’s Wrapup. Will Eunice be happy living on a farm 
with Dutch? Will Jodie be happy with Carol or will he be unhappy 
without Dennis? How happy will Tim be when he finds out that 
Corinne is pregnant? Will Burt make Sally happy? And if he does, 
how happy will that make Burt? Will Mary be happy studying 
English in the professor’s class, or should she take karate instead? 
For the sake of everyone’s happiness, should Jessica put Chester 
away, or should she let him go through life as a happy-go-lucky 
idiot? These questions and many others will be answered on next 
week’s episode of Soap.

2.9 First aired: Nov 23, 1978 ● Story by Susan Harris ● Teleplay 
by Susan Harris + Stu Silver  ● Directed by Jay Sandrich

Burt thinks Mary cheated, Mary thinks Burt cheated, Burt thinks 
Burt cheated, and the only relationship going anyplace is between 
Elaine and her new mother figure, Mary. Tim continues to think 
he’s “a jinx,” and will have a hard time finding somebody to correct 
him after he starts and quits his job with Campbell and Son the same 
day. Chester now thinks he’s Marlene Dietrich (thank you, Benson). 
Even Carol’s wedding/baby shower at the Tate home ends up being 
an uncomfortable opportunity to study the Tate fridge when Jessica 
needs a few moments alone with Mary. 

Cast. Katherine Helmond (Jessica), Cathryn Damon (Mary), Robert 
Mandan (Chester), Richard Mulligan (Burt), Diana Canova (Corinne), 
Jennifer Salt (Eunice), Jimmy Baio (Billy), Robert Guillaume (Benson), 
Arthur Peterson (The Major), Billy Crystal (Jodie), Ted Wass (Danny), 
Rebecca Balding (Carol David), Dinah Manoff (Elaine) Caroline McWil-
liams (Sally), Rod Roddy (Announcer), Sal Viscuso (Tim)

Highlights. Burt wrestling between confusion and anger when he 
finds himself at Sally’s place; Chester’s Marlene Dietrich impersona-
tion; Jessica trying to cry after Benson gives her leave to do so; Tim’s 
gloppy first and last day on the job; Burt’s airplane on the highway 
story; and Jessica determining Mary has the best relationship in 
the room after pointing out the flaws with those of Elaine, Carol, 
Corinne, Eunice and herself.

Confused? You Won’t Be. ‘I’m confused, that’s what I am, I’m 
confused.’ (Oops.)

. Frantically trying to decide what to tell Mary about why he didn’t 
come home, Burt momentarily hits on the idea of telling her he was 
kidnapped, foreshadowing what is to come later (2.22).

. Burt’s brilliant excuse to Mary about a plane landing on the 
highway being the reason he didn’t come home last night is a call 
back to the excuses Chester and Corinne give in the pilot episode for 
not coming home after nights of fooling around. (In their cases, it 
was a hog truck and turkey truck accident, respectively.) And just like 
Chester, he casts himself as the hero, having stayed on the highway all 
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NOV. 18: Built on the 
promise of establishing 
a Utopia where blacks 
and whites could live 
and worship side by 
side, Jonestown, a 
jungle encampment in 
Guayana named after 
the Indiana-born Rev. 
Jim Jones, quickly 
became a prison to 
the members of his 
“Peoples Temple.” 
When California’s 
Rep. Leo Ryan and 
several reporters flew 
to Jonestown to see 
whether some of Jones’ 
followers were being 
held against their will, 
the messianic Jones 
ordered his flock to 
drink poison-laced fruit 
punch while some of 
his henchmen shot 
and killed Ryan and 
several others. In all, 
more than 900 people 
lost their lives because 
they wanted to believe 
that, following the 
tremendous upheavals 
over civil rights in the 
U.S., they had finally 
found the long-
promised melting pot.

 You 
remember the scene 
where Burt comes 
home and he spent 
the night with Sally 
and he thought they 
made love but they 
didn’t? He comes 
home and invents this 
cockamamie story about 
the airplane that landed 
on the highway and 
Mary’s kind of buying 
it. ‘Burt, do you want 
something to eat?’ ‘I ate 
on the plane.’ That was 
the biggest laugh that 
show ever got.” 
— STU SILVER  

Writer


